
Abbey College Birmingham is an
independent college situated at the heart of
the historical and progressive business
quarter in St. Paul’s Square. 

Abbey College Birmingham was founded in
1992 and is part of the Alpha Plus Group of
schools and colleges. Since 1992 the
college has become one of the leading
providers of independent sixth form
education in Birmingham. 

We aim to provide our students with an
individualised and personalised learning
experience, leading to each securing a place
on competitive courses and at leading
universities in the UK and overseas. 

The college caters for a wide range of
students, predominantly 15-19 years, who
come to study GCSE, A Level or University
Foundation programmes and who mainly
seek admission to top-tier universities.

Many of our students aim to enter the
leading professions and the college has a
strong reputation for those entering
Medicine or Medical related fields; for
example, Pharmacy, Dentistry and
Optometry. The college also has a growing
reputation for those students seeking to
enter the fields of Business, Law and Finance.

Our ethos is to provide a well-supported
and personalised educational experience,
specifically and expertly geared towards the
individual student. Our teachers are both
inspirational and approachable. They are
committed to examination success and
enjoy an excellent working relationship with
their students.

Our students are our top priority and we take
pride in their success.

Peter Farrar
Principal
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Making the right decision about the study
programme has a huge impact on
successfully working towards the next stage
in life and at Abbey College Birmingham
we value individual aspirations and
ambitions. Choosing the most suitable
programme is a very important part of the
enrolment process with us, and we offer
expert guidance to ensure the most
appropriate programme is selected. 

The curriculum allows our students to access
a wide range of university courses. We offer
an extensive range of subjects at A Level,
GCSE and University Foundation and our
recent OFTSED inspection highlighted the
strengths of our curriculum provision:

“The broad curriculum includes a wide
range of GCSE and A Level subjects as well
as good provision for PSHE (personal, social
and health education).”

“The quality of the curriculum is good.
Students make consistently good progress
and some make outstanding progress,
particularly in mathematics, chemistry and
English.”

The OFSTED Summary (OFSTED, May 2010)
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A Level Results

Number of students 2010 140
% UK students 60%
No of different nationalities 20
A Levels %A*/A  2010  29%
A Levels %A*-C  2010  87%

Abbey College Birmingham improved its
overall A-Level grades for the fourth
successive year in 2010. The overall A-Level
pass rate was 99%, while the percentage of
top A and B grades was 64%, an increase
of 2% on 2009.

In 2010, 11% of first time A-Level
students achieved the new A* grade.

Particular congratulations to the following
upper sixth students for their achievements:

ADILZHAN ISMAILOV
A* A* A* A A grades in:
Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Russian,
Economics and Physics

EDWARD RYAN
A* A* A* grades in:
Accounting, Economics, Mathematics

VU THUY TRANG TRAN
A* A A A grades in:
Mathematics, Accounting, 
Business Studies and Economics

RACHEL PHANG 
A* A B grades in: 
Economics, Mathematics and History

GCSE Results

Abbey College Birmingham achieved its
highest GCSE results on record in 2010.
There were excellent results in the high
grades with 32% of all results being top A*
and A grades, whilst 84% of subject results
were at C grade or above.

Particular congratulations to Connor
Herron, Sofia Mughal and Emily Oakley
who achieved the best GCSE results, but
there were many individual success stories
among this year’s students.
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Aston
Chauhan, Anika Optometry
Johal, Vikramdeep Biomedical Science
Kundalia, Dershna Psychology
Mehmona, Ateya Pharmacy
Nawaz, Qasim Pharmacy
Nijar, Ravinder Pharmacy
Remtulla, Zahra Pharmacy
Singh, Birinderpal Mathematics with Economics
Suthi, Govinder Pharmacy

Bath
Oyewumi, Nabillah Architecture

Birmingham
Hanson, Robert Philosophy
Vu Thuy Trang, Tran Economics

Birmingham City
Flora, Gurpreet Business/Management
Panesar, Sapna Real Estate
Zhong, Peifeng Business/Management

Buckinghamshire New
Ibyshev, Ilya Air Transport/Pilot training

Camberwell College of Art
Kassymova, Anel Art Foundation

Cambridge
Ismailov, Adilzhan Economics

City London
Channa, Ajit Civil Engineering

Coventry
Li, Yaguang Civil Engineering
Mirzaei, Hannah Biomedical Sciences
Tank, Kavina Art Foundation
Truggelaar, Rochelle Geography

De Montfort
Hart, Sabrina Pyschology
Sodhi, Jagbir Audiology

Durham
Nwakalor, Chinedu Business Economics

Hull
Drew, Christopher Sport/Leisure Management

Keele
Sheikh, Saad Philosophy and Politics

King's College London
Hussein, Faaria Geography
Parrott, William Biomedical Sciences
Phang, Kay-Yee Law

Leeds
Lone, Mohammed Dentistry

Leicester
Gill, Harnam Law
Nathwani, Neil Biological Sciences

London Metropolitan
Iqbal, Maria Law

Manchester
Nuhu Soso, Samira Chemical Engineering
Qureshi, Amaan Politics & Int’l Relations
Thompson, Kira Politics & Modern History

Manchester Metropolitan
Nawab, Nabil Business/Economics/Politics

Medway
Champaneri, Nitesh Pharmacy

Nottingham
Dulay, Tanvier Computer Science
Ryan, Edward Economics

Nottingham Trent
Pouni, Selina Business

Oxford Brookes
Mocklow, Hannah Business

Queen Mary, London
Chadda, Neha Biochemistry

Royal Holloway
Duzbayev, Bekzhan Economics

Sheffield
Millburn, Laura Music
Zheng, Suyun Mathematics

Sheffield Hallam
Ferguson, Fiona Physiotherapy

Sunderland
Patel, Hinal Pharmacy

Wolverhampton
Akram, Maryam Pharmacy
Chadda, Gominder Pharmacy
Farooq, Aneesa Pharmacy

INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITIES

Prague, Czech Republic
Mughees, Adil Medicine

Szeged, Hungary
Mehra, Priya Medicine

Manipol, India
Tewary, Shravan Medicine

ISE, Kazakhstan
Barmagembetov, Zhanibek Economics

EMPLOYMENT
Evans, Tom Film Production

University Destinations 2010



Our student academic success is
underpinned with the encouragement to
broaden the horizons of students beyond
the classroom. These extra - curricular
activities help students develop leadership,
management and communication skills, as
well as self belief and confidence.

Students can involve themselves in a full
sports programme which includes football,
cricket, badminton, netball, basketball,
volleyball and trampolining. Sport is
organised at the prestigious National
Indoor Arena and all students are offered
membership of the fitness suite and use of
other leisure and recreational activities. 

A wide range of cultural programmes are
organised, both through external visits and
college celebration events. Students are
encouraged to lead and develop their own
events and to bring their hobbies and
interests into the college and involve others. 

We proudly encourage international
students to learn about British culture and
to befriend our domestic students through
a wide variety of social events open to all
students. Some of the events we have
hosted in the past include:

• Karaoke days 

• Theatre Trips

• Sporting events 

• Art Gallery Tours 

• Debating Workshops

• Trips to theme parks and a range of 
tourist locations (London, Oxford, 
Cambridge, etc)

We also give international students the
opportunity to share their culture with
other students through cultural events.
Some of the events that we have recently
organised include:

• Wear Red Day

This was a fundraising event designed to
collect funds for the victims of the Haiti
earthquake, and it also served as a tool to
integrate Chinese students into the
domestic student group. In order to
donate, students had to purchase a red
pocket with a message in Chinese for a
friend. In order to understand the
message, students needed to ask one of
the international students to translate,
encouraging them to talk to each other.

Furthermore, giving red pockets is a typical
Chinese new year tradition and this activity
provided an opportunity for students to
share their culture. There was also a quiz
game on the corridor of the college where
the students could test the knowledge
they had acquired during the day about
the Chinese New Year.

Finally, this event allowed everyone to
participate, even if they did not buy a
pocket, as everyone (including staff) wore
red as a symbol of unity in the college.

• Chinese New Year Meal

• International Food day:

Staff and students contributed to this event
by bringing typical food from their own
country. The event was open to all students
and it provided an opportunity for students
to share their culture and learn about the
cultural backgrounds of others. 

• Shrove Tuesday

This also proved very successful in bringing
students together, introducing them to the
English Christian Tradition.

• Kazakh New Year 

Since some of our students come from
Kazakhstan we created a space where Kazak
students could share their culture with other
students. There was general information
about Kazakhstan on the walls of the
corridors, and also about the New Year
celebrations. Some students cooked typical
Kazak food to share with their tutor groups
and others made presentations to teach
students about the geography, economy,
history and culture of Kazakhstan. 
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At Abbey College Birmingham, we have a
dedicated staff team that works tirelessly to
look after the special needs of International
students.  While senior members of staff are
also responsible for our domestic cohort, as
an institution we place a great emphasis in
creating an inclusive, multicultural, and
welcoming environment. For this reason,
some of our staff are specifically responsible
for international students.

Senior Members of staff who are responsible
for both domestic and international students
are:  

Peter Farrar (Principal) 

Sarah Munton (Assistant Principal) 

Sarah Bloomer (Pastoral Manager) 

Tony Raybould (Head of Lower Sixth) 

Tony North (Head of Upper Sixth). 

Staff members who are specifically
responsible for international students are:

Betty Ho
(Director of International Admissions)

Jessie Venegas
(International Welfare Coordinator).  

There are other members of staff who also
work with international students such as
House Parents and Host Parents.

Learn Together
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Abbey College is an impressive and
sophisticated looking building in the thriving
and fashionable Jewellery Quarter, which
provides excellent access to Birmingham
City Centre. Its facilities are purpose built
and comprise: 

• 21 classrooms that are conducive to 
interactive and focused learning. Classrooms 
are equipped either with projection facilities 
or an interactive smart board.

• Two newly refurbished laboratories.

• A student common room for use at 
break and lunch time.

• A quiet supervised study room. 
Here, students can borrow laptops for 
personal work.

• A shower room is available for use on 
parental request

• Prayer room

Abbey College students work in a unique
learning environment that is friendly, informal,
yet highly respectful. Staff and students
comment proudly on the close working
relationships that lead to student success.

First name terms with teachers creates an
atmosphere of mutual respect and small
class sizes (maximum class size 12) facilitates
bespoke teaching adapted to each student’s
learning style.

Our dedicated teachers have an excellent
knowledge of their subjects and, as

examiners for the major examination boards
they are well positioned to offer guidance
and support in developing examination
technique. Students are prepared
thoroughly for examinations and gain vitally
important study skills. 

The college day starts, for most students, at
08.55 when they meet with their personal
tutor. Lessons tend to be ‘double periods’ of
1 hour and 20 minutes and the working day
ends at 15.40 or 17.00.

The study room, which provides a silent
working environment, is available for use
during and at the end of the college day,
and a student common room provides a
place for students to relax and socialise.

GCSE students take Physical Education on
Tuesdays and A Level students participate in
sport or voluntary work on Wednesday
afternoons. All students meet with their
personal tutor on a weekly basis, where they
have the opportunity to discuss their progress
and gain advice on academic matters. 

Students are well supported throughout
their time with us and staff work closely and
individually with all students to provide
guidance. A rigorous approach to testing
and reporting means that parents and
students alike remain well informed about
academic progress. Concerns are
highlighted early and our exceptionally
talented staff can respond to student needs.

It’s Your Choice
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ENGLAND
The UK is a member state
of the European Union.

BIRMINGHAM
Birmingham is in the West Midlands area
of England and takes around 1.5 hours to
travel from London. 

Abbey College Birmingham is situated in
the city centre of Birmingham with easy
access to major airports, train stations and
motorway networks.

Airports:
Birmingham International Airport - 
25 minutes

Manchester International Airport -
1 hours 30 minutes

London Heathrow Airport -
2 Hours 10 minutes

Major Train Station:
Birmingham New Street -10 minutes

Major Motorways:
Easy connection from the M1, M5, M6,
M42 and A38.

INTERNET MAP
If you have an internet connection click the
link to see the exact location of Abbey
College Birmingham on Google maps.

Abbey College Birmingham
10 St Paul's Square, 
Birmingham B3 1QU

QManchester

QBirmingham

London Q

Cambridge Q

http://tinyurl.com/Abbey-Birmingham
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TERM DATES 2011/2012

Autumn Term 2011
Start Tue 6th Sep
Half Term Week Mon 24th Oct - Fri 28th Oct
Finish Fri 16th Dec
Spring Term 2012
Start Wed 4th Jan
Half Term Week Mon 13th Feb - Fri 17th Feb
Finish Fri 30th Mar
Summer Term 2012
Start Mon 23rd Apr
Half Term Week Mon 4th Jun - Fri 8th Jun
Finish Fri 29th Jun 

FEES 2011/12

GCSE COURSES

GCSE per subject £3,150
GCSE full course (7+ subjects) £14,950

A LEVEL

Lower 6th (AS Level) fee £15,500
Upper 6th (A2 Level) fee £15,500
18 month A Level course (Jan 2012 - June 2012) £13,000

INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION PROGRAMME

International Foundation Programme £16,000

ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Full time English (Sept 2011 to Dec 2011) £4,750
Full time English (Sept 2011 to June 2012) £9,500

IELTS / ESOL

IELTS / ESOL alongside any of the above courses £3,000

OTHER

Registration Fee £250
Deposit £2,000

Fees do not include examination fees which are charged
at time of entry.  
Exam fees and miscellaneous addiitonal fees will be
deducted from the deposit.

BIRMINGHAM ACCOMMODATION COSTS

Accommodation costs for 2011-12 have not yet been
determined but costs for 2010-11 are shown as an
illustration.

The Heights
*Approximately £9,500 per academic year (half-board)

Home stay 
*Approximately £150 -£210 per week depending on the
student’s age

* Accommodation fees are for 44 weeks including half-
term weeks, Christmas and Easter holidays
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Abbey College Birmingham
10 St Paul’s Square
Birmingham B3 1QU

Tel: 0121 236 7474
Email: enquries@abbeybirmingham.co.uk

www.abbeybirmingham.co.uk

Office hours for the college during term time is Monday to Friday 8.00am - 5.00pm.   Office hours for the college during college holidays is Monday to Friday 10.00am - 4.00pm 
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