





THE COURSES WE OFFER

Making informed choices

Making the right decision about the study programme has
a huge impact on successfully working towards the next
stage in life and at Abbey College Birmingham we value
individual aspirations and ambitions. Choosing the most
appropriate programme is a very important part of the
enrolment process with us, and we offer expert guidance
during the interview and throughout the student’s time
with us.

Two year A Level programme

There are over 140 students in the sixth form, the majority
of whom are taking three or four A Levels on a two year
programme of AS and A2. We offer a wide range of

A Level subjects, and recommend that you should have
achieved at least A*- C grade in your chosen subjects in
your GCSE exams.

One year A Level programme

A number of students are enrolled on this programme
which is suitable for students who have taken their

A Levels before but wish to re-take to improve their
grades to get onto highly competitive university degree
courses. Subjects can be chosen from our full range of

A Levels and are available over a full one year course. We
offer this to current students who might wish to take up a
new subject in a year, or by mature or gap year students
who may wish to take additional A Levels within a year.

One year GCSE programme

The College offers a unique and highly successful one
year GCSE programme for approximately 12-15 students
who wish to transfer mid GCSE into year 11, or for
students wishing to re-sit their GCSEs. The subjects
offered form a core curriculum with a range of optional
subjects and the course is delivered in its entirety in a year.

Students have a highly dedicated and experienced
Head of Year to oversee the successful completion of
the course. On completing their GCSEs many students
transfer directly to join our A Level programme.

Flexible programmes

At Abbey College Birmingham we are able to offer a
unique degree of flexibility in our programmes and
mid-year and mid-course transfers are possible for many
of our GCSE and A Level courses. We advise parents
and students to visit the college to discuss their options.




GETTING THE BEST
OuUT OF YOU

Individual needs

We all have different learning styles and the quality of our
teaching and our small class sizes enable us to develop
the most appropriate methods for all students.

Tutor groups

Abbey College Birmingham believes in the importance of
all students feeling secure and supported whist studying
at the college. Our small size and personal approach
means we know our students extremely well, allowing us
to understand them as people and help them reach their
goals. Each student has a team of exceptional teachers
working to help them fulfil their potential. The tutor is
central in coordinating a holistic approach to each
student’s individualised learning programme. They take
a particular interest in their progress throughout the
year. Each student is a member of a tutor group which
meets weekly.

In the classroom

Our lessons are lively and encourage students to discuss
ideas, ask questions and actively learn. Additional
support is always available and is provided where
required. We can accommodate those students with
specific learning difficulties such as dyslexia and
dyspraxia through our individual focus on the student,
our approach to learning in the classroom and access to
specialised expertise as necessary.

Students, parents and teachers working together

We believe the team approach is highly successful in
ensuring students achieve their potential. Communications
between Heads of Year, tutors and parents are integral to
supporting the student’s progress through the programme
and onto the next stage of their education.




OUR
FACILITIES

Technologies

Classrooms benefit from access to modern technologies,
including projection facilities and interactive
whiteboards. Students have access to laptops to support
their studies and their own personal computer login to
access shared areas.

Science laboratories

Practical work and investigation is central to the
teaching of Biology, Chemistry and Physics, and so each
subject is taught in a modern, specially equipped
laboratory. Each room has been fitted to the highest
standards and is well equipped to allow the delivery of
a wide range of experiments and demonstrations to
stimulate student learning.

Student study area and common room

Awell equipped study room is available for students to
pursue regular, timetabled, supervised self-study, and the
common room enables students to take a break between
lessons and relax with friends.

Accommodation

Some students join us who live outside Birmingham. The
college provides high quality city centre accommodation
similar to university halls of residence only a short 10-15
minute walk from the College. The accommodation offers
single study bedrooms with private bathroom, 24hr
security and high speed internet access. Younger students
can live with home stay families who provide a welcoming
and safe environment.
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BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

Our student academic success is underpinned with the
encouragement to broaden their horizons beyond the
classroom. These extra-curricular activities help them
develop leadership, management and communication
skills, as well as self-belief and confidence.

Students can involve themselves in a full sports
programme which includes football, basketball, cricket,
badminton and netball. Sport is organised at the
prestigious National Indoor Arena and all students are
offered membership of the fitness suite and use of other
leisure and recreational facilities.

A wide range of cultural programmes is organised, both
through external visits and College celebration events.
Through the College Council students are encouraged to
lead and develop their own events, and to bring their
hobbies and interests into the college and involve others.
Students also act as mentors or ‘buddies’ both to
welcome new students at the start of the academic year
and to assist the student support network during the year.

Links with a number of local businesses have been built
up carefully to give students a flavour of what different
sectors can offer and what skills they are looking for in
candidates. Interactive workshops, mentoring and
voluntary work placements have all contributed to this.



LEARNING IN THE
HEART OF THE CITY

At Abbey College Birmingham our students are
focused on academic achievement. Success in life,
however, comes from more than just exams and we
encourage our students to take advantage of the
resources Birmingham, as a city, offers to help with
learning and personal development.

Just a few minutes from our door students can take
advantage of numerous galleries, museums, libraries,
theatres, sports facilities and conference centres.
These add breadth to our teaching programmes and
form an integral part of the Abbey College
Birmingham experience.

MICHAEL BAILEY




CONTACT US

Office hours for the college are 8:00am to 5.00pm from

Monday to Friday (including Easter and Summer Holidays).

During all college holidays the office is open from
9.00am to 3.00pm from Monday to Friday.

Our Administration team will be delighted to help you
arrange a visit and provide you with more detailed
information about Abbey College Birmingham.

Abbey College Birmingham

10 St. Paul's Square

Birmingham

B3 1QU

0121 236 7474
enquiries@abbeybirmingham.co.uk

www.abbeybirmingham.co.uk
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Restricted Access

Abbey College is situated between the
famous Jewellery Quarter in Birmingham
and the main shopping areas around the
New Bullring. Being so centrally located
in the heart of the city means that we
can be easily reached by public
transport. The main Birmingham railway
stations of New Street and Moor Street
are each 15 minutes walk, and Snow Hill
is closer still being just 10 minutes walk.

Driving in is fairly straight-forward, and
there is metered parking on the street
around St Pauls Square as well as a car
park a couple of minutes walk away on
Lionel Street.

Birmingham is reputed to have more miles
of canals than Venice, and for the more
adventurous access to Birmingham’s world
famous canal network is just a couple of
minutes walk away.
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Abbey College Birmingham

10 St. Paul's Square &
Birmingham B3 1QU Alpha Plus
TeI: 0121 236 7474 the gold standard in education

www.abbeybirmingham.co.uk Abbey College Birmingham is part of the Alpha Plus Group Ltd.



